Ellen G. White
Meaning of “prophet”
Bible
Ex 15:20

“Then Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took the timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with dances.”

Miriam the first woman to be called a prophet
Num 12:6

“Then He said, "Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, I, the LORD, make Myself known to him in a vision; I speak to him in a dream.”
Num 24: 2-4

Balaam

1 Sam 3:1

“Then the boy Samuel ministered to the LORD before Eli. And the word of the LORD was rare in those days; there was no widespread revelation.”
1 Sam 3: 19-20

1 Sam 9:9

“(Formerly in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, he spoke thus: "Come, let us go to the seer"; for he who is now called a prophet was formerly called a seer.)”
1King 22

2King 6:10-12

1Chr 17:2

2Chr 20:20
“So they rose early in the morning and went out into the Wilderness of Tekoa; and as they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, "Hear me, O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in the LORD your God, and you shall be established; believe His prophets, and you shall prosper."
2Chr 36:15

“And the LORD God of their fathers sent warnings to them by His messengers, rising up early and sending them, because He had compassion on His people and on His dwelling place.”

2 Chr 36:16 
“But they mocked the messengers of God, despised His words, and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against His people, till there was no remedy.”

Is 30: 9, 10

“That this is a rebellious people, Lying children, Children who will not hear the law of the LORD; Who say to the seers, "Do not see," And to the prophets, "Do not prophesy to us right things; Speak to us smooth things, prophesy deceits.”
Ezek 8:1-4

Ezekiel 

Ezekiel provides perhaps more info on how visions affect a prophet
Dan 10: 7-11; 15-18
Amos 3:7

“surely the Lord GOD does nothing, Unless He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets.”
Mat 11:10
Mat 13: 57, 58

Mat 21:11

“So the multitudes said, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee."”
Luk 7:16

“Then fear came upon all, and they glorified God, saying, "A great prophet has risen up among us"; and, "God has visited His people."”
Luk 24:19

“And He said to them, "What things?" So they said to Him, "The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a Prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people,”
Luk 24:25

1Cor 12:10
“to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.”
1Cor 12:28
“And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues.”

Eph 4:8-14

Eph 4:11

“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers,”
1 Thess 5:20

Heb 1:1-3

“God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high”
Ex 33:11

1Pet 1:10-12

2Pet 1:21

1John 4:1

Rev 12:17

Rev 19:10

Office of prophet
From the time of Saul to captivity of Jerusalem 30 prophets mentioned by name in the Bible plus unnamed prophets and sons of prophets (ML, 11)

Priests represented the people before God, prophets represented God before His people

Terms used in Bible to describe prophet’s message

Counsel

Is 44:26

Lord’s message

Hag 1:13

Prophecy

2Chr 9:29; 15:8

1Cor 13:80

Testimonies

1King2:3

2King 11:12; 17:15; 23:3; 

Word of God

1Sam 9:27

1King 12:22

Use of literary assistance

Jer 36:4

Rom 16:22

1Cor 1:1

1Pet 5:12

Peter 1st letter in very good Greek his second the opposite

Twofold office
To receive messages

To deliver messages

Oral

Written

Dramatized

Jer 16

Jer 19

Jer 27

Ez 3 ”eat scroll”
Ez 5 “cutting hair and beard” 
Ez 24 ”cooking pot”

Ez 37 ”dry bones”

Four groups of prophets

Prophets who wrote parts of the Bible

Prophets who wrote nothing

Prophets giving only oral messages

Prophets who wrote books not preserved
Schools of the prophets

In the Bible

1Sam 10: 5,10

1King 20:35

2King 2:3-5; 4:38; 5:22; 6:1
In EGW

Ed 46
Female prophets

Miriam
Deborah 

Judges 4:4

Anna

Luk 2:36
Prophets outside Israel

 “outside of the Jewish nation [between OT and NT time] there were men who foretold the appearance of a divine instructor . . . and to them the Spirit of Inspiration was imparted,” (EGW, DA,33)
Prophets in Church History

Why prophets died out after Montanism (or Eusebius)
The writers of the institutional church rejected spiritual gifts

“The history of God’s people during the ages of darkness that followed upon Rome’s supremacy, is written in heaven, but they have little place in human records,” (GC 61)
Justin Martyr

ANF vol. 1, ch. 82, p. 240; ch. 39, p.214; chs. 78 and 87, p. 243 (Dialogue With Trypho, a Jew)
“For the prophetic gifts remain with us, even to the present time,” (82.240)

“Now, it is possible to see amongst us women and men who possess gifts of the Spirit of God,” (87 and 78, p. 243)

Montanism 

Eusebius

3.38.111,112
“We hear many of the brethren in the church who have prophetic gifts, and who speak in all tongues through the Spirit, and who also bring to light the secret things of men for their benefit, and who expound the mysteries of God,” 

5.7.175
Joachim of Florence

Savonarola

Martin Luther
Prophets in the end of time

Eph 4: 13,14.

Rev 12:17

Rev 19:10
Meaning of “Spirit of Prophecy”

Spirit of Prophecy (SOP) is also the testimony about Jesus

Bible

Inspiration

Characteristics of inspired prophets

Bible

Num 24:2-4

Dan 10:7-11; 15-18

Ez 8:1-4

Luk 1:11-13; 18-22

Acts 9:3-7
Rev 1:17
Verbal inspiration

Thought inspiration

Literary assistance

Baruch

Jer 36: 4

Luke

Paul

Rom 16:22

1Cor 1:1

Peter

1 Pet 5:12
Prophets can be wrong

1Chr 17:2
The world of EGW
Prophets

“We have no confidence whatever in visions, dreams, or private revelations . . . We repudiate all fanaticism, and everything which may tend to extravagance, excess, and immorality, that shall cause our good to be evil spoken of.” (“Declaration of Principles,” article in The Second Advent of Christ magazine (Cleveland, Ohio, June 21, 1843; in ML, 41)

Religion

Type of people/groups in time of EGW

“Revivalists and millennialists, communitarians and utopians, spiritualists and prophesiers, celibates and polygamists, perfectionists and transcendentalists,” (Gaustad, The Rise of Adventism, p. xv)
William Miller

In Portland 1840
Levi Stockman

Elder

EGW visited him, encouraged by mother

Learned more than all the sermons
Social

Race controversies in every state

U.S. an “alcoholic republic”

Temperance movement
The life of EGW

Youth

Hit by a stone

Walking with schoolmates 1836

Older girl threatens EGW

She turns and is hit by stone in face

Unconscious 

In virtual coma for 3 weeks

Never returned to school

Home-schooled

“every feature of her face was changed”

“The cruel blow which blighted the joys of earth, was the means of turning my eyes to heaven. I might never have known Jesus, had not the sorrow that clouded my early years led me to seek comfort in Him,” (RH, Nov. 25, 1884)
70 years ministry

Population of U.S.A.

1800: 5 mill.

1850: more than 20 mill.
Portland, Maine

Lived first twenty years of life in Portland, Maine
1840: the largest town in Maine

Population: 15,218

No hospital until 1855

M.D.s obtainable after 3 months of study with thesis and examinations

50% death toll for those under 10 years

Average age: 22.6 years (high at the time!)

Family tree

Father: Robert F. Harmon Sr. (1786-1866)

Sabbath-keeper later in life

Mother: Eunice Gold Harmon (1787-1863)

Sabbath-keeper later in life

Siblings: 2 brothers 5 sisters, Ellen and Elizabeth the youngest

Four of eight became sabbath-keepers 
Husband: James White

Married Aug. 30, 1846

By a justice of the peace in Portland
James the organizer, Ellen the revivalist
Remarkable business skills

Lived to defend the Spirit of Prophecy and the Testimonies

Could be perceived as dictatorial and demanding

“Adventism has never had their equal,” (Christian, 98)

Strokes in advanced years

No romantic thoughts at first

Friends regarding their marriage

“Their friendship was a model and an inspiration to us all, and their marriage a most beautiful and happy one,” (Christian, The Fruitage of Spiritual Gifts, 50)
Ellen White’s love for James

After his death she stated “although he is dead, I feel that he is the best man that ever trod shoe leather,” (1Bio84)

James love for Ellen

James viewed EGW as his “crown of rejoicing,” (Life Sketches, 131, 132)

Did not believe in marriage in time of shut-door

Condemned a couple who planned to marry, they “denied their faith in being published for marriage, and we all look upon this as a wile of the Devil. The firm brethren in Maine who are waiting for Christ to come have no fellowship with such a move,” (Day Star, Oct. 11, 1845)
Letters of exchange between Ellen and James

ML, 543-544

“It grieves me that I have said of written anything to grieve you. Forgive me, and I will be cautious not to start any subject to annoy and distress you. We are living in a most solemn time and we cannot afford to have in our old age differences to separate our feelings. I may not  

Children: 4 in total; 2 survived to adulthood

Henry Nichols (1847-1863)

James Edson (1849-1928)

William Clarence (1854-1937)

John Herbert (1860; lived for 3 months)
Phenomenal rise of urban-industrial cities: 1860-1920 
Until 22. Oct. 1844

Hazen Foss

SDAE 2:562
William Ellis Foy (c. 1818-1893)

Received several dramatic visions in 1842

Baker, The Unknown Prophet
ML, 38, see references

Died a respected Baptist

One lasted 12 ½ hours

Acknowledged that EGW saw in a vision the same as he

“He brought timely truths to view that would later, if understood, have spared His people the Great Disappointment, or at least prepared theme for it,” (ML, 42)
1844 until 1863
Shakers

Mormon Church

Christian Science

Spiritualism

Millerites

Dick, The Millerite Movement, 31-35

G. Knight, Millennial Fever, 245-293

Schwarz, Lightbearers, 56-58
Four groups

Evangelic Adventists

Absorbed by other Christian groups

Advent Christian Church

Largest non-sabbatarian group
“Age-to-Come” Adventists

Awaited return of Jews to Palestine

Never became strong
“Sabbath and Shut-door” Adventists

Believed in 22. Oct. 1844
Fanatics

Christ had come spiritually

Renounced marriage (spiritual wifery) formed union without sex with other partners

1000 years had started
No more secular work
Albany Conference of Millerite leaders (1885)

“Resolved, That we have no confidence in any new messages, visions, dreams, tongues, miracles, extraordinary gifts, revelations, impressions, discerning of spirits, or teachings, etc., etc., not in accordance with the unadulterated word of God,” (The Advent Herald, May 21, 1845; in ML, 37) 
1863 until 1883

1883 until 1901

1901 until 1915
Calling of the prophet

EGW quotes
“Early in my youth I was asked several times, Are you a prophet? I have ever responded, I am the Lord’s messenger . . . . My Saviour declared me to be His messenger.” (1SM 323)

Test of a prophet

1Thess 5:19-24

Does he or she tell the truth about Jesus?

Biblical Christology

1Jn 4: 1-3

2Jn 7

Divine human nature of Christ

“I love to speak of Jesus and His matchless love . . . . I know that He is able to save to the uttermost all that come unto Him. His precious love is a reality to me, and the doubt expressed by those who know not the Lord Jesus Christ, have no effect upon me,” (RH, June 23, 1896)
Fruits in the life
Mt 7:15, 20 (context of false prophets)
Genuine prophecy

Conditional prophecy

Jer 18:7-10

Unconditional prophecy
Dt 18:22

Jer 28:9
Agreement with Bible

Is 8:20
Upholds the law of God

Is 8:20

Dt 13: 1-5
Physical manifestations during vision

Dan 10:17

Lady prophets in Bible

Miriam

Ex 15:20

Deborah

Judg 4:4

Huldah

2King 22:14

Noadiah

Neh 6:14

Anna

Luk 2:36

Philip’s daughters

Acts 21:9
Hermeneutic

Her visions
1844, December morning vision (1st)

Small group of Adventist women are praying and studying Bible
Physical manifestation

“As time passed, after thousands were convinced of the fruit of her messages, public visions, accompanied by physical phenomena, became less frequent,” (ML, 36)
Her writings 
Her speaking
Her family

EGW and SDA
Defending present truth

“The subjects which we present to the world must be to us a living reality. It is important that in defending the doctrines which we consider fundamental articles of faith, we should never allow ourselves to employ arguments that are not wholly sound. These may avail to silence an opposer, but they do not honor the truth. We should present sound arguments, that will not only silence our opponents, but will bear the closest and most searching scrutiny.” (unref. EGW quote in ML, pp. xiv-xv)
Liberal Adventism

“ . . . one generation kills its prophets, only to have the next build monuments in their honor” (ML, xvii)   
Criticism of EGW
Shut-door
1SM 62-64

1SM63 [SS324]

1SM74
Participated in fanaticism in immediate post-1844 years
Plagiarism

Great Controversy contains historical mistakes

Vision caused by mental sickness

Some races are mixture of man and beast

Did not practice what she preached

Meat 

Unclean food

Return of Jesus in the 1850s

Claimed she would be alive when Christ returns
Prophetic empiric evidence

EGW and health
Relevance of EGW today

She is a prophet

Prophets speak to their generations

EGW speaks to end time generation

Addresses concerns of the 21st century 

Religious issues

Social issues

Health issues

Her guidance is the answers to this world’s problems

New Start

Global warming

Internal church matters

Evangelism

Brings us closer to Christ

Brings us closer to the Bible

She is after the Bible the theological compass of the church

Bacchiocchi should note this

She carries the testimony of Jesus

She carries the spirit of prophecy

She unifies the church

She enumerates balance in the church

She is the last great prophet 
Position of EGW today

Countless websites
Bibliography, Adventist history
Baker, The Unknown Prophet
Dick, The Millerite Movement.
Douglass, Messenger of the Lord.
Gaustad, The Rise of Adventism
Knight, Millennial Fever.
Loughborough, The Great Second Advent Movement
Maxwell, Tell it to the World
Schwarz, Lightbearers.
Bibliography, on EGW

Christian, The Fruitage of Spiritual Gifts

Abbreviations

ML = Herbert Douglass, Messenger of the Lord 
