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Learning about God’s love (1)

* “God is love” is written upon every opening bud, upon every
spire of springing grass. The lovely birds making the air vocal
with their happy songs, the delicately tinted flowers in their
perfection perfuming the air, the lofty trees of the forest with
their rich foliage of living green—all testify to the tender, fatherly
care of our God and to His desire to make His children happy.
Steps to Christ, 9, 10 (1892).

* All the paternal love which has come down from generation to
generation through the channel of human hearts, all the springs
of tenderness which have opened in the souls of men, are but
as a tiny rill to the boundless ocean when compared with the

Infinite, exhaustless love of God. Testimonies for the Church
5:740 (1889).



Learning about God’s love (2)

* You may meditate upon it every day of your life; you may search
the Scriptures diligently in order to understand it; you may
summon every power and capability that God has given you, in
the endeavour to comprehend the love and compassion of the
heavenly Father; and yet there is an infinity beyond.

* You may study that love for ages; yet you can never fully
comprehend the length and the breadth, the depth and the
height, of the love of God in giving His Son to die for the world.
Eternity itself can never fully reveal it. Yet as we study the Bible
and meditate upon the life of Christ and the plan of redemption,
these great themes will open to our understanding more and
more...— Testimonies for the Church 5:740 (1889).



Learning to appreciate Jesus more (1)

* The heart of God yearns over His earthly children with a
love stronger than death. In giving up His Son, He has
poured out to us all heaven in one gift. 30 Steps to Christ,
21.

* Man has not been made a sin-bearer, and he will never
know the horror of the curse of sin which the Savior bore.
No sorrow can bear any comparison with the sorrow of Him
upon whom the wrath of God fell with overwhelming force.
17 SDA Bible Commentary 5:1103.



Learning to appreciate Jesus more (2)

» The agony which Christ endured, broadens, deepens, and
gives a more extended conception of the character of sin,
and the character of the retribution which God will bring
upon those who continue in sin. The wages of sin is death,
but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ to the
repenting, believing sinner.77 SDA Bible Commentary
5:1103.

* If but one soul would have accepted the gospel of His
grace, Christ would, to save that one, have chosen His life
of toil and humiliation and His death of shame.—The
Ministry of Healing, 135 (19095).



Learning to break free from sin (1)

» God's ideal for His children is higher than the highest
human thought can reach. "Be ye therefore perfect, even as
your Father which is in heaven is perfect." This command is
a promise. The plan of redemption contemplates our
complete recovery from the power of Satan. Christ always
separates the contrite soul from sin. He came to destroy the
works of the devil, and He has made provision that the Holy
Spirit shall be imparted to every repentant soul, to keep him
from sinning. DA 311



Learning to break free from sin (2)

A Christian has victory over his besetments, over his
passions. There is a remedy for the sin-sick soul. That
remedy is in Jesus. Precious Saviour! His grace is sufficient
for the weakest; and the strongest must also have his grace
or perish. 1T 158

* The good resolutions made in one's own strength avalil
nothing. Not all the pledges in the world will break the
power of evil habit. Never will men practice temperance in
all things until their hearts are renewed by divine grace. We
cannot keep ourselves from sin for one moment. Every
moment we are dependent upon God. MH 179



Learning to break free from sin (3)

* Enmity against Satan is not natural to the human heart; it is
implanted by the grace of God. When one who has been
controlled by a stubborn, wayward will is set free, and yields
himself wholeheartedly to the drawing of God's heavenly
agencies, a miracle is wrought; so also, when a man who
has been under strong delusion comes to understand moral
truth. Every time a soul is converted, and learns to love God
and keep His commandments, the promise of God is
fulfilled, “A new heart also will | give you, and a new spirit
will I put within you.” Ezekiel 36:26. DA 407.1



Learning to be a disciple (1)

* It is your privilege ever to grow in grace, advancing in the
knowledge and love of God, if you maintain the sweet
communion with Christ, it is your privilege to enjoy. In the
simplicity of humble faith ask the Lord to open your
understanding, that you may discern and appreciate the
precious things of His Word. Thus, you may grow in grace,
grow in simple, trusting faith. God’s Amazing Grace, 292



Learning to be a disciple (2)

* To Peter the words “Follow Me” were full of instruction. Not
only for his death, but for every step of his life, was the
lesson given. Hitherto Peter had been inclined to act
independently. He had tried to plan for the work of God,
instead of waiting to follow out God's plan. But he could
gain nothing by rushing on before the Lord. Jesus bids him,
“Follow Me.” Do not run ahead of Me. Then you will not
have the hosts of Satan to meet alone. Let Me go before
you, and you will not be overcome by the enemy. DA 876.1



Learning to trust Jesus (1)

 Jesus invites us to come to Him and He will lift the weights
from our weary shoulders and place upon us His yoke,
which is easy, and His burden, which is light. The path in
which He invites us to walk would never have cost us a
pang had we always walked in it. It is when we stray from
the path of duty that the way becomes difficult and thorny.
The sacrifices which we must make in following Christ are
only so many steps to return to the path of light, of peace
and happiness. 4T 558



Learning to trust Jesus (2)

* Faith is trusting in God —believing that He loves us and
knows what is for our best good. Thus, instead of our own
way, it leads us to choose His way. In place of our
ignorance, it accepts His wisdom; in place of our weakness,
His strength; in place of our sinfulness, His righteousness.
Our lives are already His; faith acknowledges His
ownership and accepts its blessing. Truth, uprightness,
purity, have been pointed out as secrets of life's success.
Faith puts us in possession of these principles. TEd 157.1



Learning to walk with God

* God must be ever in our thoughts. In all the purposes and
pursuits of life we must inquire, What will the Lord have me
to do”? How shall | please Him who has given His life a
ransom for me? Thus, may we walk with God, as did Enoch
of old; and ours may be the testimony which he received,
that he pleased God.-- Our High Calling, p. 61:5.

* Were Enoch upon the earth today, his heart would be In
harmony with all of God’s requirements; he would walk with
God, although surrounded by influences the most wicked
and debasing.— Reflecting Christ, p. 307:4



Learning to study the Scriptures (1)

* It is the first and highest duty of every rational being to learn
from the Scriptures what is truth, and then to walk in the
light and encourage others to follow his example. We
should day by day study the Bible diligently, weighing every
thought and comparing scripture with scripture. With divine
help we are to form our opinions for ourselves as we are to
answer for ourselves before God. GC 5§98.2



Learning to study the Scriptures (2)

* In the warfare, the enemy takes advantage of the weakest
points in the defense of those whom he is attacking. At
these points he makes his fiercest assaults. The Christian
should have no weak points in his defense. He should be
barricaded by the assurance that the Scriptures give to
those who are doing God's will. The tempted soul will bear
away the victory if he follows the example of him who met
the tempter with the words, “It is written.” He can stand
securely in the protection of a "Thus saith the Lord.” RH
December 16,1902, par.8



Learning about the 10 commandments

 The law of God is as sacred as Himself. It is a revelation of
His will, a transcript of His character, the expression of
divine love and wisdom. PP 52.3

* That law of ten precepts of the greatest love that can be
presented to man is the voice of God from heaven speaking
to the soul in promise, “This do, and you will not come
under the dominion and control of Satan.” There is not a
negative in that law, although it may appear thus. It is DO
and Live. 21 SDA Bible Commentary 1:1105



Learning to pray (1)

* Prayer is the opening of the heart to God as to a friend. Not
that it is necessary in order to make known to God what we
are, but in order to enable us to receive Him. Prayer does
not bring God down to us but brings us up to Him. SC 93.2

» Cultivate the habit of talking with the Savior. Let the heart
be continually uplifted in silent petition for help, for light, for
strength, for knowledge. Let every breath be a prayer.
Ministry of Healing, pp. 510:1-511.0.

* It is a part of God’s plan to grant us, in answer to the prayer
of faith, that which He would not bestow did we not thus
ask. GC 525.2



Learning to pray (2)

* It is now that we are to learn this lesson of prevailing prayer,
of unyielding faith. The greatest victories to the church of
Christ or to the individual Christian are not those that are
gained by talent or education, by wealth or the favor of
men. They are those victories that are gained in the
audience chamber with God, when earnest, agonizing faith
lays hold upon the mighty arm of power. PP 203.1



Learning to love rightly

* True love is not a strong, fiery, impetuous passion. On the
contrary, it is calm and deep in its nature. It looks beyond
mere externals and is attracted by qualities alone. It is wise
and discriminating, and its devotion is real and abiding. AH
51.3

 Love, lifted out of the realm of passion and impulse,
becomes spiritualized, and is revealed in words and acts. A
Christian must have a sanctified tenderness and love in
which there is no impatience or fretfulness; the rude, harsh
manners must be softened by the grace of Christ. AH §1.3



Learning to use resources better

* God has made men His stewards, and He is not to be
charged with the sufferings, the misery, the nakedness, and
the want of humanity. The Lord has made ample provision
for all. WM 16.1

* When we ask Him for our daily bread, He looks into our
hearts to see if we will share the same with those more
needy than ourselves. When we pray “God be merciful to
me a sinner,” He watches to see if we will manifest
compassion toward those with whom we associate. This is
the evidence of our connection with God, that we are

merciful even as our Father in heaven is merciful.
Testimonies for the Church 6:283, 284



Learning to serve

* The Lord will work through every soul that will give himself
up to be worked, not only to preach but to minister to the
despairing and to inspire hope in the hearts of the hopeless.
Manuscript 65b, 1898.

* My brethren and sisters, give yourselves to the Lord for
service. Allow no opportunity to pass unimproved. Visit
those who live near you, and by sympathy and kindness try
to reach their hearts. Through this means you can reach
their hearts and speak a word for Christ. Eternity alone will
reveal how far reaching such a line of labor can be. Review
and Herald, Nov 21, 1907.



Learning to argue/debate less

* If pride and selfishness were laid aside, five minutes would
remove most difficulties. Angels have been grieved and
God displeased by the hours which have been spent in
justifying self. | saw that God will not bow down and listen to
long justifications, and He does not want His servants to do
so, and thus precious time be wasted that should be spent

iIn showing transgressors the error of their ways and pulling
souls out of the fire. EW 119.1



Learning to forgive and care

 There Is no better recommendation in this world than that a
child has honored his parents, no better record in the books
of heaven than that he has loved and honored father and
mother. AH 360.5

* If you are truly converted, if you are children of Jesus, you
will honor your parents; you will not only do what they tell
you but will watch for opportunities to help them. In doing
this you are working for Jesus. He considers all these care-
taking, thoughtful deeds as done to Himself. This is the
most important kind of missionary work; and those who are
faithful in these little everyday duties are gaining a valuable
experience. AH 295.3



Learning to look deeper

* Even one wrong trait of character, one sinful desire,
persistently cherished will eventually neutralize all the power
of the gospel. Every sinful indulgence strengthens the soul’s
aversion to God. The man who manifests an infidel
hardihood, or a stolid indifference to divine truth, is but
reaping the harvest of that which he has himself sown.—
Steps to Christ, 34.



Learning about my biggest foe

» Self is our greatest enemy, and day by day each must strive
for the victory. ST August 26, 1897, par.9

* The warfare against self is the greatest battle that was ever
fought. The yielding of self, surrendering all to the will of
God, and being clothed with humility, possessing that love
that is pure, peaceable, and easy to be entreated, full of

gentleness and good fruits, is not an easy attainment.
GW92 376.2



Learning to abide in Christ (1)

* The union with Christ, once formed, must be maintained. Christ
said, “Abide in Me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit
of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye
abide in Me.” This is no casual touch, no off-and-on connection.

* The branch becomes a part of the living vine. The
communication of life, strength, and fruitfulness from the root to
the branches is unobstructed and constant. Separated from the
vine, the branch cannot live. No more, said Jesus, can you live
apart from Me. The life you have received from Me can be
preserved only by continual communion. Without Me you
cannot overcome one sin or resist one temptation. DA 676.1



Learning to abide in Christ (2)

* “Abide in Me, and | in you.” Abiding in Christ means a constant
receiving of His Spirit, a life of unreserved surrender to His
service. The channel of communication must be open
continually between man and his God. As the vine branch
constantly draws the sap from the living vine, so are we to cling
to Jesus, and receive from Him by faith the strength and
perfection of His own character. DA 676.2

* Nothing is apparently more helpless, yet really more invincible,
than the soul that feels its nothingness and relies wholly on the
merits of the Saviour. God would send every angel in heaven to
the aid of such a one, rather than allow him to be overcome. 7T

17



Learning the importance of the Holy
Spirit (1)

* The value of our work is in proportion to the impartation of the
Holy Spirit. Trust in God brings holier qualities of mind, so that
In patience we may possess our souls. DA 330

* The omnipotent power of the Holy Spirit is the defence of every
contrite soul. Not one that in penitence and faith has claimed
His protection will Christ permit to pass under the enemy's
power. The Saviour is by the side of His tempted and tried ones.
With Him there can be no such thing as failure, loss,
impossibility, or defeat; we can do all things through Him who
strengthens us. DA 490



Learning the importance of the Holy
Spirit (2)

* In the gift of the Spirit, Jesus gave to man the highest good that
heaven could bestow.... He saw that there was hope for human
beings because there was power in the divine nature
successfully to contend with evil agencies. It is by the Spirit that
the heart is made pure. Through the spirit the believer becomes
a partaker of the divine nature. Christ has given his Spirit as a
divine power to overcome all hereditary and cultivated
tendencies to evil, and to impress his own character upon the

church. RH May 19,1904



Learning to control appetite (1)

« Satan comes to man, as he came to Christ, with his
overpowering temptations to indulge appetite. He well
knows his power to overcome man upon this point. He
overcame Adam and Eve in Eden upon appetite, and they
lost their blissful home. What accumulated misery and

crime have filled our world in consequence of the fall of
Adam.

* Entire cities have been blotted from the face of the earth
because of the debasing crimes and revolting iniquity that
made them a blot upon the universe. Indulgence of appetite
was the foundation of all their sins.— Testimonies for the
Church 3:561, 1875



Learning to control appetite (2)

* Many are incapacitated for labor both mentally and physically
by overeating and the gratification of the lustful passions. The
animal propensities are strengthened, while the moral and
spiritual nature is enfeebled. When we shall stand around the
great white throne, what a record will the lives of many then
present.

* Then will they see what they might have done had they not
debased their God-given powers. Then will they realize what
height of intellectual greatness they might have attained, had
they given to God all the physical and mental strength He had
entrusted to them. In their agony or remorse, they will long have
their lives to live over again.—Testimonies for the Church 5:135,
1882



Learning about Christ’s work in the
Sanctuary (1)
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« Satan invents unnumbered schemes to occupy our minds, that
they may not dwell upon the very work with which we ought to
be best acquainted. The archdeceiver hates the great truths
that bring to view an atoning sacrifice and an all-powerful
mediator. He knows that with him everything depends on his
diverting minds from Jesus and His truth. CCh 348.3



Learning about Christ’s work in the
Sanctuary (2)

« Solemn are the scenes connected with the closing work of the
atonement. Momentous are the interests involved therein. The
judgment is now passing in the sanctuary above. For many
years this work has been in progress. Soon—none know how
soon—it will pass to the cases of the living. In the awful
presence of God our lives are to come up in review. At this time
above all others it behooves every soul to heed the Saviour's

admonition: “Watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is.”
Mark 13:33. CCh 348.5



Learning why Jesus hasn’t returned

 Christ is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of
Himself in His church. When the character of Christ shall be
perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim
them as His own. COL 69.1

* |t is the privilege of every Christian not only to look for but to
hasten the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:12).
Were all who profess His name bearing fruit to His glory, how
quickly the whole world would be sown with the seed of the
gospel. Quickly the last great harvest would be ripened, and
Christ would come to gather the precious grain. COL 69.2



Learning about revival & reformation

* Arevival of true godliness among us is the greatest and most
urgent of all our needs. To seek this should be our first work.
There must be earnest effort to obtain the blessing of the Lord,
not because God is not willing to bestow His blessing upon us,
but because we are unprepared to receive it. Our heavenly
Father is more willing to give His Holy Spirit to them that ask
Him than are earthly parents to give good gifts to their children.
But it is our work, by confession, humiliation, repentance, and
earnest prayer, to fulfill the conditions upon which God has
promised to grant us His blessing. RH March 22, 1887, par.1



Learning the work ahead (1)

* Let the church arise and repent of her back-slidings before God.
_et the watchmen awake and give the trumpet a certain sound.
t is a definite warning that we have to proclaim. God
commands his servants, “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice
like a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, and the
house of Jacob their sins.”

* The attention of the people must be gained; unless this can be
done, all effort is useless; though an angel from heaven should
come down and speak to them, his words would do no more
good than if he were speaking into the cold ear of death. The
church must arouse to action. The Spirit of God can never come
In until she prepares the way. RH March 22, 1887, par.12




Learning the work ahead (2)

* The work is before us; will we engage in it? We must work
fast; we must go steadily forward. We must be preparing for
the great day of the Lord. We have no time to lose, no time
to be engaged in selfish purposes. The world is to be
warned. What are we doing as individuals to bring the light
before others”? God has left to every man his work;
everyone has a part to act, and we cannot neglect this work
except at the peril of our souls. RH March 22, 1887, par.13



Learning to hope in troubled times

* In the great closing work, we shall meet with perplexities
that we know not how to deal with but let us not forget that
the three great Powers of heaven are working, that a divine
hand is on the wheel, and that God will bring His purposes
to pass.--Evangelism, p. 65 (1902).

* The world is not without a ruler. The program of coming
events is in the hands of the Lord. The Majesty of heaven
has the destiny of nations as well as the concerns of His

church in His own charge.--Testimonies for the Church, vol.
5, p. 763 (1889).



